: The final month of the mewcorological waner followed tn January's footsicps as warmey and wellcr than normal conditions conumued across the

EEBRUARY 1998:
Wastungton/Balumore arca. Monthly lemperaure depaniures cxcecdmg +5.5°F were reporied at the three major awrports. Milder than normal condiuions persisted throughout
ucum:gsulngtmqqma(PmedaymDCAwlowsoIS?Fglmwcrcrcpmedonuﬂﬂdays(dmfcwcstsmhdayscvcrrccmdcdm&hrwy). Despte Uic abnormal
nmldness, there were no record hughs reporied at any of the three major aports. At (¥ above normml iemperatures were recorded on all but 2 days a1 DCA. including the last
Uwee days of the month when 60°F+ highs were observed across the local arca. With nointrusions of Arcuic air duning February, temperatares rarcly fell below freeang at DCA.
In facl. average momnmum temperalures averaged more than 7°F above normal 2t DCA, BW! and IAD. The lowest rezdings of the month occurred on the 15 as the meroury
dipped 1o Lhe upper Leens t Lhe northern and western suburbs and the upper twenucs in Washingum.

Although wetter than normal conditsons were observed across the local arca, there was no sigmificanu snowfail. Monthly prcclpuaumlnulscxewdcd ﬁvcmdx:salallﬁv_c
airports, with both BWI and DAA recording more than six inches, bt monthly snowfall a1 4 of the 5 awrponts was icss than 0.17 . JAD reported the wetiest February (S.817)
on record while both DCA and BW] obscrved the wetiest such month 1n ncarly 20 ycars wath 5.217 and 6.40°, respecuvely. A suong and slow moving Nor'caster gencrated
soaking rains. more than (wo inches of ramn was ohscrved at DCA. BWI and IAD. srong wand gusts and some urban flooding ont ie 3 & 5° across Whe local arca. Fanher
cast, coastal arcas recctved another balcnng from Uus storm, wath more beach crosion, fooding and some propeny damage. On the 177, streng  thunderstorms moved through
the region, gencraung heavy ramns. frequent lighimng, downed Lrees & power lines and a fare (6 such ocawTence since 1950) winier womado (F1) near Fredencksburg, VA.
Angther storm sysiem on the 23™ and 24 produced another inch of rain across most of the local area.

FEBRUARY 1998 WEATHER STATISTICS FOR THE WASHINGTON/BALTIMORE AREA:

Station Temperatures (°F) Extreme/Day Precipitation (In)
Location AvMx AvMn AvgT NmIT DepNmi  MaxT MinT Total Norm DepNmi Snow
LNalional (DCA) 50.1 366 434 375 +59 62/28 27/15 5.21 2.7 +2.43 T
Baltimore (BWI) 50.3 330 417 348 469 61/18° 20715 6.40 3.12 +3.35 T
Dulles (IAD) 499 320 410 336 +74 62/19 19/15 5.81 2.81 +3.00 0.7
Ft. Belvoir (DAA) 54.3 363 453 N/A N/A ~ 64/26" - 25/15 6.97 3.0 +4.0 T
Andrews AFB (ADW) 491 336 413 NA N/A 64/26 2115 5.01 3.3 +1.7 T

Other Qccurrences: * February 27, # February 27 & 28°.

WINTER (DECEMBER-FERBRUARY) 1997-98: The Winier of 1997-98 wil be remembered as onc of the maldest, wettest and least snowy in the

Washingion/Balumore arca. duc wn pan o the steng  E! Nino episode. A very acuve subtropical jel stream provided abundant mosture and crergy {or numerous SIGTTS systems
that noved twough the local arca. In addiwon. the polar jet was displaced well 1o the north (across Canada) most of the Winter, so cutbreaks of cold Arcuc air 1n our area were
non-cxisient. The result: mild weather & abundam mosture that fell as rain. Scascnal iemperature depanures were more than +5°F at all three major airpons, produning the
warest Winter on record at both BWI and [AD and the second warmest at DCA (fourth overall tn Washungton). There were 75 days (83% ) wath al or above nornmal temperatures
a1 DCA. including 13 days wath 60°F+ tughs and ro days wath hughs of 32°F or lower. In sharp contrast, there were only 26 days wath lows of 32°F o lower at DCA (the fewest
such winter days ever recorded), with most of these occumning 1n December. In fact. December was the coldest of tic twee months, with monuily temperature deparures bewicen
-1°F and +2°F comumon across the local arca. There were 20 days wath wanmer than normmal combuons and 2 days with 60°F+ lughs at DCA. In addiuen. there were only 11
days with lows of 32°F or less. December ended and Jamuary began in te WashingioBalumnre arca wath the coldest air of the wanier. Highs both days remauncd in the turucs.
Afier that, there were no extended penods of abnormaily cold weather. Insicad, an unusual January mald spell commenced on the second and conunued twough the 9°. DCA
abscrved a record cight consccutive January days with 60°F+ lughs and ag or above normal temperatures en 29 of the last 3O days. Record daily highs were reponced at [AD
on four consccutive days (6°-97), ued or eslablished on three days (4=, 8~ & 9=) ol BWI and ance at DCA (8°). The abnormal warmah cven prevaded al mght as lows only
dropped 1o the (orues and fifucs from the 6°-97. including a low af 57°F at DCA on the 8. In addiucn, lows on the 7 and 87 at IAD (61°F & 62°F, respectveiv), broke the
previous record ghs for that locauon. Somewhat cooler weather prevailed the rest of the momth, but when January (chmatologically the coldest month of e year) cnded.
monthly temperaiure deparntures were more than -8°F at DCA and just above <9°F at both BW1 and [AD (sccond warmest such month on record 21 both locauons ). February
was symalar to January, with abrormally warm mid condiuons (26 of 28 days with 3 or gbovg normal wemperatures at DCA). There were 3 days with 60°F- haghs, but none
with record dasly hughs. Monthly icmperature depanures were between =3.9°F a1 DCA and -7 3°F at [AD. producing the 3° warmest Fehruary on record at bath BW! and IAD.

Very wel conditens, with only reglible amounis of snow, were observed across the Washingumy/Balumore arca Uas wanter. Scasanal preaipitauon totals over | foot (abowt
150% of nomal) were obscrved at the three major arports. producing the sceend wellest wanier on recard at buth BWI and [AD. Oddly cnough, most of the scascnal total fcll
dunng the last half of Winer Jonly 2167 (17% of scasomal total) was measured beiween Decemer 1* 1997 and January 14%, 199821 DCAJ. Despre the abundant wanier
mosture, there was very hitde snowiall in the Washungion/Balumore arez. [n fact, 1t was the Icast snowiest metcorological winier cver observed in Washingion (0.1 - ued wath
1972.73) and at BWI (1.17). Some of the noriern and western suburds id record somewhal tugher amounts (5.9” at IAD), but scasonai snowfall totals were sull well below
norral. Durm]f December, only 1.747 of preayprtauen (el at DCA (the lowest December w1l sinee 1988), and 1AD reported 1ts 10 dnest such month (1.927) on record. Less
than 0.50" fell dunng the tirst 3 weeks at bath DCA and BWL. However. December provided most of the scason’s snowiall across the local arca. In fact, the 0.1 a1 DCA on
the 9° wrned out W be the ondy measurable snowiall in Washangton tas wanter. The most sigraticant December snowiall for many ascas cane on the 29< and 20 as a strong
storm sysiem moved through the mud-Atanug regum. Thas sworm blanketed most ot the northern and wesiemn suburhs wath 1-3 inches and uo 10 2 feet in the Shenandoah Valley
and cenral Appalachains. The momthly wotal «f .17 a1 BCA, murked the cighth conscetmve Decemher wath submusrmal snuwiall. January commenced wath rather ¢&rv condisons
as lcss than 0.50" was obscrved at buth DCA ang BW I twough die £irst two weeks. However, a senies of coastal storms moved Urougn the rgion dunng the latter half of the
mmth and conunucd Urough Fehruary, bnnging unusually wet weather. On January | Sth, atout an inch af rain el kocally, after hnetly siarung as mixed precipiuaucn. About
3 wceek later. heavy rans deluged tie arca, producing acarly twa inches of raun and danly rasnsall recerds at DCA, 3W1L and IAD. Qunck on ats heels, a powerful Nor casier on
the 27th-28th gencrated about twa inches of ran locally, over three teet of snow in puruums of the contral and suthern Appalachians, gale 1oree wands, beacn crosion, and
property damage alung the med- AUZNUC Coast. A slorm sysicm with simaiar muensity dunng the first woek of February, generated anather two inches of rainfall locally. strong
winds (c2using some prupenty damage and beach crosum alomg coastal arcas) and heavy snows 1 the Appalachians. Around mod-momun, 3 shight westward shaft i thie siorm
track viclded springhike weather across the lacal arca. On the 17+ strong unnderstonms developed aleng and ahead o1 2 cold front as it pushed trough the local arca. The siorns
were accompaned by intense cioud-10-ground hghtmng, and heavy ramns. which resulied in scatiered puwer aulages and spawnied an (Fl - waruts scar 100 mph) womado ncar
Zixlmmmgg. VA. The D(l:m week of Wanter fcawred anather soakang ranfall with preaipiiaucn watals over an wncn recorded across most of the local arca, pushing scasonal
totals over 12 inches at DCA.

ANNUAL 1997 WEATHER STATISTICS FOR THE WASHINGTON/BALTIMORE AREA:

Station Temperatures (°F) Extreme/Month-Day Precipitation (In)

Location AvMx AvMn AvgT NmiT DepNmi  MaxT MinT Total Norm DepNm| Snow
National (DCA) 494 355 425 372 +53 69/1-8 18/1-1 13.28 8.55 +3.83 01
Baltimore (BWI) 489 316 403 345 +58 681-4 17/1-1 1410 9.58 +452 11
Dulles (I1AD) 482 306 394 332 +6.2 69/1-8 10/1-1 13.16 8.73 +443 59
Ft. Belvoir (DAA) 523 344 433 N/A N/A 72/1-5 16/1-1 15.32 9.1 +6.2 T
Andrews AFB (ADW) 483 326 404 N/A N/A  68/1-4° 18/1-1 1409 93 +4.7 T

Otner Occurrences: January 8"~

LOOKING AHEAD TO 1998: Warmer than normal Winter = Cooler than normal Spring *

Aller the fourth warmest winter on record tn Washington, our thoughts wm o Spning and whether the warmer than normal condilions will conunuc.
Below 1s a list of the ten warmest winters and the corresponding Spnng average iemperature and scasonal deparniure. | Normal Spnng Average
wemperature at DCA: 56.8°F].

Winter Ave T F ng Avg, Temp. CF Dep. Nmi CF)
1931-32 116 19 . -4
1889-90 43 1890 529 -39
1949.5() 129 1950) 529 -39
1997-9% 425 °? i ?
1948-49 32.2 1949 559 09
1990-91 42.0 1991 6().0 «3.2
1996-97 41.6 1997 55.2 -1.6
1974-75 115 1975 56.2 0.6
1879-80 413 1880 559 0.9
1973-74 113 1974 575 -0.7



