Event Overview: Lake effect snow
showers brought at least a trace of fresh <1 <1

snowfall to most of east-central and g & R e
southeast Wisconsin on the morning of £ WiDells  <1" sl

January 6. Lake effect snow occurs when B b o

cold air moves over a warmer body of § S

water, picks up moisture from the water, é Sl v T

and drops it as snow on areas 3 e et

downwind. Free of ice and still relatively B S A s

mild, Lake Michigan acted as the : reed whienser AN \
moisture source for the January 6 lake St e it o AR REE Cacine
effect snows. : Monroe | N

Event Setup: Prevailing north-northeast
surface winds helped to drive lake effect snow  YNKIAT IS LAKE EEFEETV %W
potential on January 6. The winds were in

place thanks to high pressure over the

Northern Plains and low pressure over the

Warmer, moist air rises

Southeast. Winds circling around the low and Coldairmovesover jny coiq i condenses ~ harrow bands of heavy snow

into clouds

relatively warm lake form downwind of the lake.

high funneled across the southern half of Lake
Michigan, ultimately converging on east-central
and southeastern Wisconsin. Said
convergence was strongest in Racine &
Kenosha Counties, where widespread 2-5
inches of snow accumulation occurred.
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