Drought Information Statement for
South Florida

03 26 2026
Issued By: NWS Miami-South Florida

Contact Information: sr-mfl.webmaster@noaa.gov

e  Ongoing Extreme to Severe Drought Across South Florida
e Please see all available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.
e \Visit our local interactive drought page at https://nws-miami-drought-page-noaa.hub.arcgis.com/
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&: U.S. Drought Monitor

v, ,a,"s Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for South Florida

e Alittle improvement in drought conditions over
southern Everglades and eastern metro areas of
Broward/Miami-Dade Counties.

e Drought intensity and Extent

o DO (Abnormally Dry): Coastal & Far
Southern Miami-Dade

o D1 (Moderate Drought): Metro/Coastal
Broward & Miami-Dade.

o D2(Severe Drought): Interior metro
Broward/Miami-Dade Counties and SE metro
Palm Beach County along with southern

Everglades.
o DPEFERULEHUEIICIT419) Rest of South

Florida.

U.S. Drought Monitor valid 7AM EDT March 24th, 2026.

@ ZationaLOCeirgc and National Weather Service
tmospheric Administration . . 5
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Rainfall amounts across
the region have remain
at 25th to 50th
percentile over the past
30 days.

Only area that has
remained normal to
above normal is over
extreme Southern
Everglades where
several inches of rainfall
fell recently.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Inches of Precipitation
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Last Updated: 03/26/26

Precipitation Shown as a Percentage of Normal Conditions

0% 25% 50% 5% 100%
100% 150% 200% 300%

Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System;
image courtesy of Drought.gov

Last Updated: 03/26/26

National Weather Service
Miami-South Florida
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Precipitation

e Rainfall observed with the 30
departure and percent of normal 26
since November 1st, 2025 -
. . . 18

The following table gives the rainfall from November 1, 2025 to
March 25th, 2026: -

Observed Dep fm Percent
Airports: Rainfall Normal of Normal 10
Palm Beach Intl 5.34 -10.52 34%
Naples Municipal 3.43 -3.84 47% 6
Ft Lauderdale-Hollywood Intl 11.37 -2.24 83%
Miami Intl 6.83 -5.03 58% 3
Secondary Observation Sites

145

Moore Haven (Glades) 3.38 -5.98 36%
Opa Locka (Miami-Dade) 591 -5.56 52% 0.75
Homestead (Miami-Dade) 7.83 -1.77 82% e
Hialeah (Miami-Dade) 9.22 -4.12 69%
Palm Beach Gardens (Palm Beach) 4.67 -11.93 28% 0.1
North Miami Beach (Miami-Dade) 8.33 -5.97 58%
Devils Garden (Hendry) 2.04 -7.72 21%

Image Captions:

Left - Precipitation Amount for [area]

Right - Percent of Normal Precipitation for [area]

Data Courtesy High Plains Regional Climate Center.
Data over the past 180 days ending March 25th, 2025
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¢ Hydrologic Impacts

?
3" Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

Hydrologlc Impacts

(3/26/26) Lake Okeechobee water level is currently at 12.00 feet which is

below normal of 14.34 feet.
The underground level water conservation area 1 in Interior Palm Beach County is at
15.79 feet and it should be at 16.27 feet which is -0.48 feet below normal for this time of
year.
The Underground level water conservation area 2 in Interior Broward County is at 11.99
feet and its normal level is 11.00 feet which is +0.99 feet above normal for this time of
year.
The underground level water conservation area 3 in Interior Miami-Dade County is at 8.38
feet and its normal level is at 9.95 feet which is -1.57 feet below normal for this time of
year.
The South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) continues a Water Shortage
Warning for Collier, Glades, Miami-Dade and Monroe counties amid continuing dry
conditions and increasing water supply concerns.

National Oceanic and National Weather Service
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& Fire Hazard Impacts

S
e »> Keetch-Byram Drought Index (KBDI)

l

o

KBDI Averages by County | Wed 03/25/26
7

Fire Hazard Impacts

e KBDI index has deteriorated
around Lake Okeechobee region.

e Glades/Hendry is now 600 to
650 range.

e Palm Beach/Broward and Collier \ |
Counties is now in 550 to 600
range.

e Mainland Monroe 500-550 and
Miami-Dade County 300 to 400. .

B No Data 400-449 B 600-649 |

N 0-99 450-499 Il 650-699

N 100-199 500-549 Il 700-749

N 200-299 550-599 I =750
300-399
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& Fire Danger Matrix

a" Fire Danger Risk

\ON
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Estimated Fire Danger | Thu 03/26/26
7

Fire Danger Matrix
e A moderate fire (level 2 of b)

danger risk across all of South
Florida.

No Data

1: Low

2: Moderate Y}
3: High
4: Very High e o

5: Extreme ) : @

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration . . 2
V Miami-South Florida
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Current Burn Bans

**,& Link: County Burn Bans

® Collier, Hendry, Glades Counties.

&

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Issued by local county officials.

Burn Bans*

. Burn Ban
LJ No Burn Ban

Yard Debris Burn
h Always Prohibited

;
CHARIOINIES

NEA n/%
Burn Bans

i GHIFANDS]

(COUIERS

i\
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&:& Lucie

National Weather Service
Miami-South Florida
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Water Shortage Warnings

&

’“&g A!S Link: South Florida Water Management District Water Shortage Page

Collier, Glades, Miami-Dade
Counties

Issued by the South Florida
Water Management District.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Water Shortage Warning
Biscayne Aquifer
Miami-Dade and Monroe Counties, Florida

Water Shortage Warning
Lower Tamiami Aquifer
Collier and Lee Counties, Florida

National Weather Service
Miami-South Florida



NEATH S

4 O [ ] [ ]
g~% Soil Moisture
< S
e
e South Florida soil Calculated Sail MMA?.\’iszusr'e 2Ron:|2r16king Percentile

moisture has improved
over South Florida.

e \Western areas of South
Florida is now in 5to 10
percentile.

e FEastern areas of South
Florida is now in 10 to
20 percentile.

Image Captions:
CPC Calculated Soil Moisture Ranking Percentile
valid March 25th, 2026

National Oceanic and National Weather Service
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& Precipitation Outlook

***

e Mostly dry weather will
Monthly Precipitation Outlook

continue over South : L Tealplls

Issued: March 19, 2026

Florida except for chance
of rain late this weekend
with a frontal passage.

e Rainfall amounts up to
0.10 inches are possible
except up to 1.25 inches
coastal Palm Beach next
/ days.

e CPC's April_.monthly
precipitation outlook Monthly Precipitation Outlook

depicts a 33-40% chance 168 Hour Day 1-7 Rainfall Accumulations - Climate Prediction Center
(“leaning below Weather Prediction Center Valid April 2026

i, (Through 8am April 2th, 2026)
normal’) of below

normal precipitation.

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration . . 2
v Miami-South Florida
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The Climate Prediction
Center depicts an equal
chance of seeing below or
above normal rainfall.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

s> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

Seasonal Precipitation Outlook @
Valid: Apr-May-Jun 2026

Issued: March 19, 2026

///‘ A Py e
\‘g ;S > 4 Equal

) ¢ Chances;)

( \ 3 £ ~
\§
Equal "}Z

Chances o ‘)

Eq‘u?l
Chag(-:es
.
Probability
(Percent Chance)
Above Near
Normal Normal
Leaning 33-40% 33.40%  3340%
Above T\ 40.50% [ <0-50%
/I so-60%
Equal
“l I Go-70% Chances
Ukely /g 70 60% [
w2 N 0005
| - 00-100%

National Weather Service
Miami-South Florida



C homenane

V., *aP\ The latest monthly and seasonal outlo

é Long-Range Outlooks

Seasonal Temperature Outlook @

Valid: Apr-May-Jun 2026

e The Climate Prediction s“e‘" it e PO
Center depicts a 40-50% ! ] 4/\;
chance (“l€aning 'above chgxces\,,«{

-”) of higher than

normal temperatures.
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Drought Outlook
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e Droughtis expected to persist through
June of 2026, but should start to
improve once the rainy season gets
started in May.

Links to the latest:
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook
Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook

National Oceanic and

vw Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
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¢, »> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook
Drou_ght Tendency During the Valid Period

}’5

Author:
Brad Pugh
NOAA/NWS/NCEP Climate Prediction Center

Valid for March 19 - June 30, 2026
Released March 19, 2026

Depicts large-scale trends based

on subjectively derived probabilities
guided by short- and long-range
statistical and dynamical forecasts,
Use caution for applications that

can be affected by short lived events,
“"Ongoing” drought areas are

based on the U.S. Drought Monitor
areas (intensities of D1 to D4)

NOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, although
drought will remain, The green
areas imply drought removal by the
end of the period (DO or none).

. Drought persists

Drought remains,

\‘J but improves

Lpe ﬁ] Drought removal likely

AN
A%
N %
R \ \
% i, N e = &=
= f~ﬁ4 /ﬁk”t"% ® 3
(,'/«f ; Hawal \ » X
e e p- < Noska L~

Drought development likely|

D No drought

T &

https://go.usa.gov/3eZ73

National Weather Service
Miami-South Florida



