Drought Information Statement for

Arkansas

Valid September 25, 2025
Issued By: NWS Little Rock

- Contact Information: nws.littlerock@noaa.gov

e This product will be updated monthly or sooner if drought conditions change significantly.
Please see all currently available products at hitps://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.

®
e Please visit https://www.weather.gov/LZK/DroughtlnformationStatement for previous statements.
e Please visit https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates/?dews region=131 for regional drought status updates.

Drought conditions exist over half of the state.

Department of Commerce // National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
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Drought Intensity and Extent
D4 (Exceptional Drought)

None

D3 (Extreme Drought)

Small portion of northeast Arkansas (~2% of
the state.

o D2 (Severe Drought)
Much of northern, and portions of central and
southeast Arkansas (~23% of the state)

o D1 (Moderate Drought)
Portions of central and southeast Arkansas
(~314% of Arkansas)

o DO (Abnormally Dry)
Much of western Arkansas (36.5%)

@ National Oceanic and
v Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for Arkansas

September 26, 2025

10:00 AM

U.S. Drought Monitor
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U.S. Drought Monitor

Abnormally Dry (DO) Moderate Drought  Severe Drought  Extreme Drought Exceptional
(D1) (D2) (D3) Drought (D4)

Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 09/23/25

National Weather Service
Little Rock, AR


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?AR
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Link to the latest 1-month change map for Arkansas.

4-Week Drought Monitor Class Change.

o Drought Worsened:
Portions of northern and southern
Arkansas

o Drought Improved:

Portions of northwest and central
Arkansas.

o No Change:

Southwest and southeast Arkansas.

National Oceanic and

Vﬁ Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Recent Change in Drought Intensity

September 26, 2025

10:00 AM

U.S. Drought Monitor 4-Week Change Map
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Drought Degradation

-5 -4 3 -2 1
Drought Improvement
+1 +2 +3 +4 +5

Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA; image courtesy of Drought.gov

Data Valid: 09/23/25

National Weather Service

Little Rock, AR


https://storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/current-conditions/nws-dgt-images/nws-u.s.-drought-monitor-4-week-change-map-gulf-states.png

30-day precipitation totals,
over 8 inches across portions
of northwest and central
Arkansas.
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September 26, 2025
10:00 AM

NWPS 30-Day Precipitation Accumulations (inches)
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Inches of Precipitation
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Source(s): National Weather Service National Water Prediction Service; DataValid: 09/23/25

image courtesy of Drought.gov

30-Day Precipitation: Percent of PRISM Normal
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Precipitation Shown as a Percentage of Normal Conditions

0% 25% 50% 5% 100%

100% 150% 200% 300%

Source(s): National Weather Service National Water Prediction Service; Data Valid: 09/24/25
image courtesy of Drought.gov

National Weather Service
Little Rock, AR
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10:00 AM

7-Day Temperature Anomaly
30-Day Temperature Anomaly

e / daytemperatures
above normal.
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e 30-day temperature
anomalies above
normal.
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Departure from Normal Max Temperature (°F)

-8 -6 -4 -3 -1 0

Source(s): NOAA's National Centers for Environmental Information; image Data Valid: 08/22/25 ___
courtesy of Drought.gov 0 1 3 4 6 8

Source(s): NOAA's National Centers for Environmental Information; image DataValid: 08/22/25

courtesy of Drought.gov
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Agricultural Impacts

Calculated Soil Moisture Ranking Percentile

SEP 24, 2025

Image Captions:
Left: CPC Calculated Soil Moisture Ranking Percentile valid August 24, 2025

September 26, 2025
10:00 AM

Drought Severity Index
Value for the September 14 - 20, 2025
Long Term Palmer

DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX (PALMER)
DEPICTS PROLONGED (MONTHS, YEARS) ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR
WETNESS: RESPONDS SLOWLY; CHANGES LITTLE FROM WEEK TO
WEEK; AND REFLECTS LONG-TERM MOISTURE RUNOFF,
RECHARGE, AND DEEP PERCOLATION AS WELL AS
EVAPOTRANSPIRATION.

Based on preliminary data
USES... APPLICABLE IN MEASURING DISRUPTIVE EFFECTS OF
PROLONGED DRYNESS OR WETNESS ON WATER SENSITIVE
ECONOMIES, DESIGNING DISASTER AREAS OF DROUGHT

OR WETNESS; AND REFLECTING THE GENERAL LONG-TERM STATUS
OF WATER SUPPLIES IN AQUIFERS, RESERVOIRS AND STREAMS.

M -4 or less (Exceptional Drought) 1 to 1.9 (Unusually Moist)
-3 to -3.9 (Extreme Drought)
-2 to -2.9 (Severe Drought)

LIMITATIONS... IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF SHORT-TERM
(FEW WEEKS) STATUS OF DROUGHT OR WETNESS SUCH AS
FREQUENTLY AFFECTS CROPS AND FIELD OPERATIONS

(THIS IS INDICATED BY THE CROP MOISTURE INDEX).

2 to 2.9 (Very Moist)
M 3 to 3.9 (Extremely Moist)
-1 to -1.9 (Moderate Drought) [l Above 4 (Exceptionally Moist)
-0.9 to 0.9 (Near Normal)

Right: Palmer Drought Severity Index. Weekly value for period ending August 20, 2025

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

National Weather Service
Little Rock, AR


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/Figures/daily/curr.w.rank.daily.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/regional_monitoring/palmer/PDSI.png
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'& Fire Hazard Impacts 000 AM
("'4'* N *’8‘5\ Link to Wi.ildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
September 2025
5

Latest Arkansas Burn Ban
map available here
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Significant Wildland Fire Potential
I Above Normal [ State Boundary

o [ Below Normal [ | Predictive Services Area Boundary
S [ [ ] Normal 3 Geographic Area Boundary

MILLER

e Red = burn ban in effect

Image Caption: Significant Wildland Fire Potential
Monthly Outlook for September 2025

National Oceanicand National Weather Service
mospneric ministration -
Little Rock, AR

U.S. Department of Commerce

&


https://mip.agri.arkansas.gov/agtools/Forestry/Fire_Info/Burn_Bans?show_districts=False
https://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/outlooks/month1_outlook.png
https://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/outlooks/month1_outlook.png
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks

September 26, 2025
10:00 AM

Seven Day Precipitation Forecast

7-Day Quantitative Precipitation Forecast for September
25, 2025-0October 2, 2025
e Generally light precipitation amounts are
expected. /H

Predicted Inches of Precipitation
0 0.01
1.75 15 20
Source(s ). NatlomlWeather SemceWewther PredlctlonCenter, image Last Updated: 09/25/25
courtesy of Drought.gov

@ National Oceanicand National Weather Service

mospneric ministration -
v U.S. Department of Commerce thtle ROCk, AR
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Precipitation forecasts higher

chances for below normal
temperatures.

Temperature forecasts generally
Indicate higher chances for
above normal temperatures

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

& Long-Range Outlooks

September 26, 2025

»> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

10:00 AM

Monthly Precipitat

ion Outlook for October 1,

2025-October 31, 2025
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Probability of Below-Normal Precipitation

33% 40% 50% 60% 0%

Probability of Above-Normal Precipitation

33% 40% 50% 60% 0%

Probability of Near-Normal Precipitation

33%
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Monthly Temperature Outlook for October 1,
2025-October 31, 2025
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Probability of Below-Normal Temperatures

33% 40% 50% 60% 0% 80%

Probability of Above-Normal Temperatures

33% 40% 50% 60% 0% 80%

Probability of Near-Normal Temperatures
l‘
33% 40%
Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov
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Last Updated: 09/18/25

National Weather Service
Little Rock, AR



https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/

