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After a cool January, February ended up being very warm, with most
sites reporting temperatures 4 to 6 degrees above normal. For much of
the month, the storm track remained well north of the area, allowing
dry, warm air across the Borderland. A weak La Nina pattern continued
through the month, which usually spells warmer, drier weather. Even
notorious cold sites such as Gila Hot Springs, Mule Creek, and the
mountains avoided typical low temperatures in the single digits. On
February 2627 a strong back door (moving west) cold front swept acros:
southern New Mexico, and uncharacteristically created dense blowing
dust across areas close to the International Border.

As Is often the case, when unseasonably warm temperatures arrive,
precipitation disappears. Most of the area ended up at aboutlb
percent of normal. A few spots in the Gila were fortunate enough to
receive about 50 percent of normal. Most sites received most or all of
their monthly precipitation on the 14 and 18" as a Pacific storm was
able to sweep far enough south across the area. Obviously with the dry
pattern, mountain snowfall was also well below normal.
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Looking ahead to March, we continue to gain daylight and warmth.
At El Paso, daylight on March 1 is 11 hours and 31 minutes, while on
March 31 the daylight has increased to 12 hours and 30 minutes; a
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Savings Time (move ahead one hour) on March 9. At El Paso, the
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Also, Spring Equinox falls on March 20th. This date signifies the Sun
being directly over the Equator, with nearly equal (12 hours) of day
and night. Because of refraction and negerfect sphere of Earth, our
equal day/night locally occurs on March 16.

For our sky watchers, the March full moon occurs on theé"14nd
IS commonly known as the Worm Moon. Of more note, a total lunar
eclipse will take place early morning of the ®4This will be viewable
across all of North America, assuming favorable cloud conditions. The
new moon occurs on the 29
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S ee Dense blowing dust which plagued
the Lordsburg Playa in the afternoo
continued to drift west and become
more aloft as it was drawn into an
upper low over Arizona
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ENSO Forecast |

ENSO isin La Nifia phase, with a shift back
to neutral by the end of Spring
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TYPICAL LA NINA WINTERS

m R e — With a La Nifa pattern, a ridge of high
,Il'a el S8 T pressure tends to build off the west coast o
- o “ s =.z» the U.S., blocking most of our Pacific winter
2 ~—.  storm systems. These storms tend to end
= Uup moving across the northern Plains and
& . e colder .. down to the southeastern part of the countr
e - Of course it is important to remember that
TN eter' P these patterns are only what typically
i i happens and are not guaranteed to occur.
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With EI Nifio, we often see the opposite : il
pattern where the eastern Pacific ridge of high -~ ' 7Y
pressure is often weak or nogxistent, i warmer 6
allowing winter storms to sweep across the
southern U.S. This typically will give the south
western U.S. above normal precipitation.
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U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook T ———
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period Released February 20, 2025

Depicts large-scale trends based

on subjectively derived probabilities
guided by short- and long-range
statistical and dynamical forecasts.
Use caution for applications that

can be affected by short lived events.
"Ongoing" drought areas are

based on the U.S. Drought Monitor
areas (intensities of D1 to D4).

NOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, although
drought will remain. The green
areas imply drought removal by the
end of the period (DO or none).

. Drought persists
Drought remains,

Author:
Adam Allgood
NOAA/NWS/NCEP Climate Prediction Center
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Monthly Temperature Outlook Monthly Precipitation Outlook

Valid: March 2025 Valid: March 2025
Issued: February 20, 2025 Issued: February 20, 2025
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Seasonal Temperature Outlook

Valid: Mar-Apr-May 2025
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