


No significant cold snaps this February with temperatures averaging 
slightly above climate normal. High winds and mountain snow led 
weather headlines this month, with the windiest days being Feb 7 and 
27. The snowiest day occurred on the 10th when a winter storm system 
moved across much of New Mexico. Light snow was even recorded in 
Las Cruces. Mountain snowpacks improved further this month, with 
monthly snow totals 6-млέ ŀǘ {ƛƭǾŜǊ /ƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ му-нпέ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
Sacramento Mountains. Conditions are looking more favorable for 
active Spring snowmelt.

The final week of February was well above normal, with daily records 
highs broken on the 25th. A quick-hitting upper low brought widespread 
precipitation on the 28th, notably recording thunder and ice pellets at El 
Paso overnight.

Precipitation totals were at or slightly above normal for this typically 
dry month.



Looking ahead to March, temperatures continue to warm as we
reach the Spring Equinox and pass it. The average high
temperature at El Paso on the first is 67 degrees, climbing
to 76 degrees on the last day of the month. Daylight
increases from 11 hours, 32 minutes March 1st to 12 hours, 30
minutes on the 31st. Daylight Savings Time begins the morning of March 
10th. Looking at the moon, the new moon occurs on the 10th and the full 
moon, also known as the Worm Moon, occurs on the 25th. A penumbral 
lunar eclipse will occur on the 24th, however all eyes are set on next 
ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ǘƻǘŀƭ ǎƻƭŀǊ ŜŎƭƛǇǎŜΦ



Feb 2 Santa Teresa Rainbow Feb 2 Snow Silver City

Feb 2 View from Silver City Feb 2 View from Silver City



Feb 7 Snow at Cloudcroft

Feb 11 TimberonFeb 11 Lake Mescalero

Feb 11 Apache Summit



Feb 10 Wind Canyon/Gila Wilderness Feb 10 Gila Wilderness

Feb 10 Cloudcroft Feb 10 Cloudcroft



Feb 11 Organ Mtn Snow Feb 11 Organ Mtn Snow

Feb 11 Organ Mtns Feb 11 Cookeõs Peak



Feb 10 Gila Wilderness Feb 7 Piños Altos 

Feb 9 Lake Roberts Feb 26 Rainbow near 

Silver City



Feb 29 Fog 

Sacramento Mtns





ENSO Alert System Status: 

El Niño Advisory is in effect/

La Niña Watch is also in effect

ENSO Alert System



ENSO Forecast
ENSO is in El Niño phase and is expected to last into spring before 

transitioning to neutral by the beginning of this summer ; possibly 

back to La Niña by the end of summer.



La Niña Pattern 

El Niño Pattern 

With a La Niña pattern, a ridge of high 
pressure  tends to build off the west coast of
the U.S., blocking most of our Pacific winter
storm systems. These storms tend to end
up moving across the northern Plains and 
down to the southeastern part of the country. 
Of course it is important to remember that
these patterns are only what typically 
happens and are not guaranteed to occur. 

With El Niño, we often see the opposite
pattern where the eastern Pacific ridge of high
pressure is often weak or non-existent, 
allowing winter storms to sweep across the
southern U.S. This typically will give the south-
western U.S. above normal precipitation.



ÅAbnormally Dry ïD0 

ÅModerate Drought ïD1  

ÅSevere Drought ïD2

ÅExtreme Drought ïD3
ÅExceptional ïD4

Feb 27, 2024 Nov 28, 2023

Current drought conditions 

and 3 month change
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58ó

46ó

February 29 Snow Depth

Upper Rio Grande Basin



Snow Data Upper Rio Grande Basin as of February 29, 2024

Snow Depth Departure From Normal



Snow Data Upper Rio Grande Basin as of Jan 31, 2024

Departure From NormalSnow Depth



Snow Water Equivalent as of February 29, 2024
Compare to last few years and average values

2019

Median

2024

2023



Precipitation for the Water Year Oct 1 ðFeb 29, 2024
Compare to last few years and average values

Median

2024

2023

2019





(Record Low Temps)
14

Temperature and precipitation data for 

February 2024 in El Paso = record
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