


November continued the recent trend of well below normal monthly 
rainfall. The main fall storm track remained north of the area for most 
of the month. Most of the area east of the Continental Divide was 
about 25 to 60 percent of normal, while to the west, most of the area 
was only about 10 to 50 percent of normal.

As is usually the case, with drier than normal conditions 
temperatures run above normal. This was the case again for November 
as average temperatures at most places were around 2 to 4 degrees 
above normal. The last week of the month brought cooler 
temperatures, otherwise the month would have been well above 
normal. Both sets of mountains (Gila/Black Range and Sacramentos) 
received their first significant snowfalls of the season, but were still
around 5 to 10 inches below normal



Looking ahead to December, we continue the drive toward the 
middle of winter. Daylight hours dwindle from 10 hours, 13 minutes on 
December 1, to 10 hours, 6 minutes on December 31. The winter 
solstice will be on December 21, which actually has the shortest 
daylight of the year at 10 hours, 4 minutes. The normal high 
temperature at El Paso on the 1st is 61, falling to 57 on the 31st. The 
December full moon occurs the 26th, also known as the Cold Moon. The 
new moon occurs on the 12th. 



Nov 25 Snow Pinos Altos

Nov 10 Lake Mescalero snow Oct 19 Prescribe burn 

near Signal Peak
Nov 20 Lake Mescalero snow

Nov 20 Cloudcroft snow



Nov 25 Snow near Pinos Altos

Nov 20 Snow over Black Range

Nov 20 Snow over Lincoln Forest



Blues-above normal snow fall

Browns-below normal snowfall



Coldest Day of the Year
Day of Coldest Low Temperature from

1991-2020 Climate Normals



ENSO Alert System Status: 

El Niño Advisory is in Effect

ENSO Alert System



ENSO Forecast
ENSO is in strong El Niño status and is expected to 

last into early spring before transitioning to neutral 

for the summer of 2024.



La Niña Pattern 

El Niño Pattern 

With a La Niña pattern, a ridge of high 
pressure  tends to build off the west coast of
the U.S., blocking most of our Pacific winter
storm systems. These storms tend to end
up moving across the northern Plains and 
down to the southeastern part of the country. 
Of course it is important to remember that
these patterns are only what typically 
happens and are not guaranteed to occur. 

With El Niño, we often see the opposite
pattern where the eastern Pacific ridge of high
pressure is often weak or non-existent, 
allowing winter storms to sweep across the
southern U.S. This typically will give the south-
western U.S. above normal precipitation.



• Abnormally Dry – D0 

• Moderate Drought – D1  

• Severe Drought – D2

• Extreme Drought – D3
• Exceptional – D4

Nov 28, 2023 Aug 29, 2023

Current drought conditions 

and 3 month change



Snow Data Upper Rio Grand Basin as of Nov 30, 2023

Departure From Normal

For Nov 30, 2023
Snow Depth on Nov 30, 2023



Snow Water Equivalent as of November 30, 2023
Compare to last few years and average values

2019

Median

2024

2023



Precipitation for the Water Year Oct 1 – Nov 30, 2023
Compare to last few years and average values

Median

2024

2023

2019





(Record Low Temps)
1450

Temperature and precipitation data for 

November 2023 in El Paso = record

Normal: 0.43”

Actual: 0.27”



Temperature and Precipitation 

for 2023 YTD for El Paso 



















Date/Time Location (County) Event

NOV 30  249 PM SOUTH FRANKLIN PEAK-EL PASO 59 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

NOV 30  1150 AM SAN AUGUSTIN PASS-DONA ANA 58 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

NOV 30  200 PM WSMR MAIN POST-DONA ANA 53 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

NOV 30 1235 PM EL PASO INTL AIRPORT-EL PASO 46 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

NOV 30  1200 PM DEMING AIRPORT-LUNA 45 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

NOV 30  1154 AM SIERRA BLANCA-HUDSPETH 44 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

NOV 30  135 PM LAS CRUCES AIRPORT-DONA ANA 41 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

NOV 30  102 PM DELL CITY-HUDSPETH 40 MPH PEAK WIND GUST



www.weather.gov/epz/elpwindrosedata



Just click on “Local Programs>Weather 

Digest”, then choose which month’s 

Digest to view.  Also, though 

discontinued, don’t forget to check out 

our back issues of Southwest Weather 

Bulletin.

http://www.weather.noaa.gov/elp/

