


February started off like a winter month but by mid to late February 
it appeared more like spring as the storm track became quite busy over 
the area. To start the month, a strong cold front pushed in from the east 
bringing chilly temperatures for the first three days of the month. Some 
freezing drizzle and light snow fell across parts of Hudspeth and Otero 
Counties. Jumping ahead to mid-month, the Pacific storm track became 
quite active across the southern U.S. The Borderland saw strong winds 
and blowing dust Feb 13-15, Feb 21-22, and on Feb 26. Wind gusts of 
60-80 mph were common on all these days. On the 22nd and 26th, a 
few mountain sites even recorded wind gusts over 100  mph. Some 
moderate mountain snow also accompanied the storms of Feb 14th and 
15th. 

For the month, rainfall was generally just below normal most areas; 
though most of the mountains and southern Luna and Dona Ana 
Counties were above normal. Temperatures most areas were below 
normal with the frequent cold front passages and cloud coverage. 



Looking ahead to March; temperatures continue to warm as we 
reach the Spring Equinox and pass it. The average high 
temperature at El Paso Airport on the first is 67 degrees, climbing 
to 76 degrees on the last day of the month. Speaking of the Spring 
Equinox, this event occurs on March 20 this year. Daylight 
increases from 11 hours, 30 minutes March 1st, to 12 hours, 28 
minutes on the 31st.  Looking at the moon, our full moon this 
month, also known as the Worm Moon, occurs on March 7th, while 
the new moon occurs on March 21st. There are no solar or lunar 
eclipses in March-the first one (a solar eclipse) not occurring until 
April.



Feb 11 Dust from White Sands over 

southern Otero County
Feb 13 El Paso Rainbow

Feb 15 Snow near Lordsburg Feb 15 Snow near Lordsburg



Feb 15 Snow beginning

in Silver City

Feb 13 Snow at Ruidoso

Feb 22 Dust near Deming

Feb 13 Snow at Timberon



Feb 15 Snow at Pinos AltosFeb 15 Snow at Mimbres

Feb 16 Snow Burro Mtn Feb 16 Ice near Silver City



Feb 22 Wind damage El Paso

Feb 22 Wind damage Gadsden MS Feb 22 Wind damage at NMSU

Feb 22 Wind damage El Paso



Feb 26 Wind damage El Paso area

Feb 22 Silver City wind damage 

Feb 26 Wind damage El Paso area

Feb 26 Wind damage El Paso area



Feb 26 Wind damage near 

San Elizario
Feb 26 Wind damage near 

Chaparral



Daylight Increase

February



ENSO Alert System Status: 

La Niña Advisory in Affect

ENSO Alert System



ENSO Forecast
ENSO is in La Niña status. Forecast shows La Niña lasting 

another month or two, then likely transitioning to neutral for 

the summer of 2023.



La Niña Pattern 

El Niño Pattern 

With a La Niña pattern, a ridge of high 
pressure  tends to build off the west coast of
the U.S., blocking most of our Pacific winter
storm systems. These storms tend to end
up moving across the northern Plains and 
down to the southeastern part of the country. 
Of course it is important to remember that
these patterns are only what typically 
happens and are not guaranteed to occur. 

With El Niño, we often see the opposite
pattern where the eastern Pacific ridge of high
pressure is often weak or non-existent, 
allowing winter storms to sweep across the
southern U.S. This typically will give the south-
western U.S. above normal precipitation.



Examples of the numerous La Niña 
winters since 1950. These maps
depict the departure from normal
precipitation amounts for a winter. 
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ÅAbnormally Dry ïD0 

ÅModerate Drought ïD1  

ÅSevere Drought ïD2

ÅExtreme Drought ïD3
ÅExceptional ïD4

February 28, 2023 November 29, 2022

Current drought conditions 

and 3 month change



Snow Data Upper Rio Grand Basin as of Feb 28, 2023

Departure From Normal

For Feb 28, 2023
Snow Depth on Feb 28, 2023



Snow Data Upper Rio Grand Basin as of Jan 31, 2023

Snow Depth on Jan 31, 2023 Departure From Normal

For Jan 31, 2023



Snow Water Equivalent as of Feb 28, 2023
Compare to last few years and average values

2019

Median

2022

2023



Precipitation for the Water Year Oct 1 ðFeb 28, 2023
Compare to last few years and average values

Median

2023

2022

2019





1450
(Record Low Temps)

Temperature and precipitation data for 

February 2023 in El Paso = record
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Temperature and Precipitation 

for 2023 for El Paso 








