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IFelbruainy A023 Weadner Sununndiny

February started off like a winter month but by mid to late February
It appeared more like spring as the storm track became quite busy ovi
the area. To start the month, a strong cold front pushed in from the ea
bringing chilly temperatures for the first three days of the month. Som
freezing drizzle and light snow fell across parts of Hudspeth and Oterrt
Counties. Jumping ahead to mushonth, the Pacific storm track became
guite active across the southern U.S. The Borderland saw strong winc
and blowing dust Feb 135, Feb 2122, and on Feb 26. Wind gusts of
60-80 mph were common on all these days. On the 22nd and 26th, a
few mountain sites even recorded wind gusts over 100 mph. Some
moderate mountain snow also accompanied the storms of Feb 14th a
15th.

For the month, rainfall was generally just below normal most areas;
though most of the mountains and southern Luna and Dona Ana
Counties were above normal. Temperatures most areas were below
normal with the frequent cold front passages and cloud coverage.



Meloruany 2023 Weadner Summmnnaiiy, comitdl

Looking ahead to March; temperatures continue to warm as we
reach the Spring Equinox and pass it. The average high
temperature at El Paso Airport on the first is 67 degrees, climbing
to 76 degrees on the last day of the month. Speaking of the Spring
Equinox, this event occurs on March 20 this year. Daylight
Increases from 11 hours, 30 minutes Marck, 1o 12 hours, 28
minutes on the 3%. Looking at the moon, our full moon this
month, also known as the Worm Moon, occurs on March, tvhile
the new moon occurs on March 21 There are no solar or lunar
eclipses in Marckthe first one (a solar eclipse) not occurring until
April.
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Feb 45 Snow beginning
in Silver City
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ENSO Forecast
ENSO is in La Nina status. Forecast shows La Nina lasting

another month or two, then likely transitioning to neutral for
the summer of 2023.

Official NOAA CPC ENSO Probabilities (issued Feb, 2023) Model Predictions of ENSO from Feb 2023
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TYPICAL LA NINA WINTERS

< mogs o= = With a La Nifia pattern, a ridge of high
@m,a YW . (5 s=-_  pressure tends to build off the west coast o
s ¢ 7% . ““olze the U.S., blocking most of our Pacific winter
- o.o - ! storm systems. These storms tend to end
% up moving across the northern Plains and
. down to the southeastern part of the countn

variable

colder e 00y
Polar Jet Stream :

! , Of course it is important to remember that

wetter -
N e these patterns are only what typically
il DN happens and are not guaranteed to occur.
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IYPICAL EL NIVO WINTERS

With EI Nifio, we often see the opposite ~ o e o
pattern where the eastern Pacific ridge of high > " -
pressure is often weak or noexistent, o g warmer

allowing winter storms to sweep across the
southern U.S. This typically will give the sout
western U.S. above normal precipitation.
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Winter (December-February) precipitation during strong, moderate, and weak La Nifas since 1950
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Examples of the numerous La Nif
winters since 1950. These maps
depict the departure from normal
precipitation amounts for a winter.
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Snow Water Eduivalent as o Fep 28,20%3 % -~

SNOW WATER EQUIVALENT IN

UPPER RIO GRANDE
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PRECIPITATION IN
UPPER RIO GRANDE
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U' S. Seasonal Drought OUtIOOK Valid for February 16 - May 31, 2023
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period Released February 16

Depicts large-scale trends based

on subjectively derived probabilities
guided by short- and long-range
statistical and dynamical forecasts.
Use caution for applications that

can be affected by short lived events.
"Ongoing” drought areas are

based on the U.S. Drought Monitor
areas (intensities of D1 ta D4).

NOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, although
drought will remain. The green
areas imply drought removal by the
end of the period (DO or none).

. Drought persists

Drought remains but improves

Author:
Adam Aligood

NOAA/NWS/NCEP/Climate Prediction Center

Drought removal likely

o Drought development likely
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http://go.usa.gov/3eZ73
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Daily Temperature Data - El Paso Area, TX (ThreadEx) =
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El Paso TX - 2023
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Image created: Wed, 1 Mar 2023 22:08 GMT

Temperature and Precipitation Plot for El Paso, Texas for 2023




February 2023 radar rainfall estimate

Observed Precipitation February
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Esri, HERE, Garmin, FAO, NOAA, USGS, EPA, NPS :,' . Q
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