


May is often very dry across the Borderland, but this May was especially dry, 
with none of our reporting stations around the area recording any measurable 
rainfall. The only storms of the month did bring isolated rain to a small area east of 
Mescalero, New Mexico, and also southeast of Sierra Blanca, Texas. Obviously the 
majority of the area was at 0 percent of normal rainfall for the month. The good 
news is the average rainfall for May is so low, it would only take a few rain events 
in June to offset the dry May. With the dry weather, temperatures naturally were 
on the warm side, with daily average temperatures around 2 to 4 degrees above 
normal. Many lowland sites recorded their first triple digit reading of the season 
during the last week of May. 

The big news of the month, due to the dryness, was the start of several 
wildfires. The largest fire was the Black Fire which started around May 14 and 
rapidly grew into a very large fire. The fire was located over the Black Range of the 
Gila Wilderness area (see map below).

Looking ahead to June, we enter the stretch of our warmest temperatures of the 
year. June also give us our longest daylight of the year also, culminating with the 
Summer Solstice on June 21. Daylight length continues at a slower trend,     



beginning the month at 14 hours, 5 minutes and peaking at 14 hours, 13 
minutes on the Solstice and then beginning a slow decrease after that day. 
Much like daylength, our temperature increase slows down. At El Paso, we 
start the month with an average high of 95 and peak at 98 degrees around 
the Solstice.

For you lunar fans, the full moon of June falls on the 14th and is a super 
moon known as the Strawberry Moon, as this the time of the season when 
strawberries typically ripen. There are no lunar or solar eclipses in June. 
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ENSO Alert System Status: 

La Niña Advisory in Affect

ENSO Alert System



ENSO Forecast
ENSO is in La Niña status. Forecast shows decent chance of  

La Niña lasting through this summer and into this fall, with 

slight tendencies towards neutral this winter.



La Niña Pattern 

El Niño Pattern 

With a La Niña pattern, a ridge of high 
pressure  tends to build off the west coast of
the U.S., blocking most of our Pacific winter
storm systems. These storms tend to end
up moving across the northern Plains and 
down to the southeastern part of the country. 
Of course it is important to remember that
these patterns are only what typically 
happens and are not guaranteed to occur. 

With El Niño, we often see the opposite
pattern where the eastern Pacific ridge of high
pressure is often weak or non-existent, 
allowing winter storms to sweep across the
southern U.S. This typically will give the south-
western U.S. above normal precipitation.



Examples of the numerous La Niña 
winters since 1950. These maps
depict the departure from normal
precipitation amounts for a winter. 
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• Abnormally Dry – D0 

• Moderate Drought – D1  

• Severe Drought – D2

• Extreme Drought – D3
• Exceptional – D4
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Precipitation for the Water Year Oct 1 – May 31, 2022
Compare to last few years and average values
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(Record Low Temps)
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Temperature and precipitation data for 

May 2022 in El Paso = record

Normal  0.43”

Actual= 0.00”
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Date/Time Location (County) Event

MAY 8  450 PM SAN AUGUSTIN PASS-DONA ANA 68 MPH PEAK WIND

MAY 8  440 PM LORDSBURG PLAYA MP13-HIDALGO 47 MPH PEAK WIND

MAY 8  440 PM HIGH ROLLS-OTERO 45 MPH PEAK WIND

MAY 8  650 PM DEMING AIRPORT-LUNA 45 MPH PEAK WIND

MAY 8  541 PM MESCALERO-OTERO 45 MPH PEAK WIND

MAY 8  300 PM WSMR MAIN POST-DONA ANA 45 MPH PEAK WIND

MAY 8  600 PM MAYHILL-OTERO 44 MPH PEAK WIND

MAY 8  400 PM SPACEPORT AMERICA-SIERRA 44 MPH PEAK WIND

MAY 8  528 PM EL PASO INTL AIRPORT-EL PASO 44 MPH PEAK WIND

MAY 8  521 PM HOLLOMAN AFB-OTERO 44 MPH PEAK WIND

MAY 8  637 PM T OR C AIRPORT-SIERRA 44 MPH PEAK WIND

MAY 8  426 PM DRIPPING SPRINGS-DONA ANA 43 MPH PEAK WIND



Date/Time Location (County) Event

MAY 29  450 PM WSMR MAIN POST-DONA ANA 59 MPH PEAK WIND

MAY 29  426 PM DRIPPING SPRINGS-DONA ANA 50 MPH PEAK WIND

MAY 29  424 PM EL PASO INTL AIRPORT-EL PASO 48 MPH PEAK WIND

MAY 29  549 PM HIGH ROLLS-OTERO 47 MPH PEAK WIND

MAY 29  355 PM LORDSBURG PLAYA MP13 47 MPH PEAK WIND

MAY 29  225 PM SPACEPORT AMERICA-SIERRA 46 MPH PEAK WIND

MAY 29  331 PM DEMING AIRPORT-LUNA 46 MPH PEAK WIND

MAY 29  441 PM MESCALERO-OTERO 46 MPH PEAK WIND



http://www.srh.noaa.gov/epz/?n=elpwindrosedata



Just click on “Local Programs>Weather 

Digest”, then choose which month’s 

Digest to view.  Also, though 

discontinued, don’t forget to check out 

our back issues of Southwest Weather 

Bulletin.

http://www.weather.noaa.gov/elp/

