Eebruary 2022
- Weather Dﬂg@@ii




IFelbruainy 2022 Weaidner Sunnnginy

February started out with a bang as a strong Pacific storm system moved into
the area on the 29 an 39. This produced a round of lowland showers and
mountain snow on these days. The Sacramento Mountains received the brunt o
the snow, with around 10 to 16 inches reported across that area. A strong cold
front moved also moved in during this time, giving the Borderland a couple of da
of well below normal temperatures. Unfortunately, the remainder of the month
behaved in a more typical pattern; mostly dry with several bouts of strong winds
Strong storm systems from the Pacific Ocean moved in on thé did 16", and
then again on the 23. Wind gusts each of these days reached the 50 to 80 mph
range. Considerable blowing dust was also reported, and certain stretches of
highways along the southern lowlands briefly closed during these dusty episode

Rainfall for the month was relatively meager. Areas east of the Rio Grande
Valley did report near to slightly above normal precipitation, while areas to the
west were well below normal. Drought conditions remained mostly unchanged,;
areas west of the Rio Grande Valley remained in severe to extreme drought, wh
areas to the east persisted in abnormally dry to moderate drought status.
Temperatures for the month were relatively mild as very few high or low
temperatures records were set. Aside from the brief cold snap from tif&t@ 5™,
temperatures remained mostly in the climatically normal range.



Meloruarny 2022 Weadher Summnnaipy, comitdl

Looking ahead to March, temperatures begin warming at faster clip than
the previous couple of months. Average high temperatures at El Paso begin
the month at 67 degrees, warming to 76 degrees at the end of March.
Climatologically, the spring windy season begins in February and then peak:
In March and April. So if this March behaves normally, we can expect arounc
4 to 6 windstorms and the associated blowing dust. March also begins our
stretch of the 3 driest months of the year, which include April and May.

Daylight length continues its march upward. Daylight on th&dits at 11
hours, 31 minutes and increases to 12 hours, 29 minutes on the last day. We
also switch back to daylight saving time on the 13th, bringing more light to
our evenings. In lunar news, our full moon will occur on the &vhich is
commonly known as the Worm Moon, as earthworms being moving to the
surface with the warming temperatures. The new moon occurs on thé 2
There are no lunar or solar eclipses during the month.
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MORE DAYLIGHT FOR FEBRUARY
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ENSO Forecast 1

ENSO is in La Nifa status, where it is expected to stay into
early spring and then gradually shift to neutral.
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Mid-February 2022 IRI/CPC Model-Based Prababilistic ENSO Forecasts

ENSO state based on NINO3.4 S5T Anomaly
Neutral ENSO: <05 *Cto 0.5 °C
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TYPICAL LA NINA WINTERS

With a La Nifa pattern, a ridge of high
pressure tends to build off the west coast o
the U.S., blocking most of our Pacific winter
storm systems. These storms tend to end

= up moving across the northern Plains and
o . e colder . down to the southeastern part of the countn
b s . Of course it is important to remember that
L MR ‘“\Q these patterns are only what typically
A e happens and are not guaranteed to occur.
drier
drier

. TYPIGAL EL NINO WINTERS

With El Nifo, we often see the opposite : e
pattern where the eastern Pacific ridge of high <. =Y
pressure is often weak or nogxistent, e - warmer
allowing winter storms to sweep across the
southern U.S. This typically will give the south
western U.S. above normal precipitation.
: wett;;'{ e ¢ )
— colder
amplified storm
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Winter (December-February) precipitation during strong, moderate, and weak La Nifas since 1950

1975-76

Strong 1973-74 1988-89 1999-00

re { ;
7~ - o

2007-08

= STRONG
1949-50

2005-06 2008-0%9 2011-12 1954-55
4 ’ !
é' y
s
1971-72 2000-01 1964-65 1983-84
£ [ A
-
’.l
1974-75
y
. Difference from average precipitation (inches)
12 0 12+

Examples of the numerous La Nif
winters since 1950. These maps
depict the departure from normal
precipitation amounts for a winter.
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SNOW WATER EQUIVALENT IN
UPPER RIO GRANDE
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UPPER RIO GRANDE
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U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period

Author:
Yun Fan

NOAA/NWS/NCEP/Climate Prediction Center

Valid for February 17 - May 31, 2022

Released February 17

Depicts large-scale trends based

on subjectively derived probabilities
guided by short- and long-range
statistical and dynamical forecasts
Use caution for applications that

can be affected by short lived events
"Ongoing® drought areas are

based on the U.S. Drought Monitor
areas (intensities of D1 to D4).

NOTE.: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the penod, although
drought will remain. The green
areas imply drought removal by the
end of the penod (DO or none)

. Drought persists

Drought remains but improves

. Drought removal likely

Drought development likely

OX

http://go.usa.gov/3eZ73



ylemperaiure ankl pre
E@mmnam

= record

Feb 2

eb 4 Feb & Feb &

Feb 10 Feb 12 Feb 14 Feb 16 Feb 18 Feb 20 Feb 22 Feb 24

@ 2022 accumulation  —— Mormal

Feb 26 Feb 3

Daily Temperature Data — El Paso Area, TX (ThreadEx) =
100 37.8
B0 — S T -y e | T T~ ) T - 6.7
50 = - - - T 15.6
T =
€ 3
=] B
& 40 — - _ = — 4.4 B
a =
o =
E T = B B B B e - =
20 -5.7
o -17.8
20 -28.9
Feb Feb 4 Feb & F=b & Feb 10 Feb 12 Feb 14 Fer 16 Feb 18 Feb 20 Fer 22 Feb 24 F=b 26 Feb 28
@ Observed rTemperature range (202 2) @ nNormal temperature range Record Max Record Min
Accumulated Precipitation — El Paso Area, TX (ThreadEx) =
0.5
EUUEOS
.4
=
a
= 0.3 - ~ A~ ~
= r
: N@rraD 6:40"w fu 'Y
S
=
=
o 02
b
&
[}




El Paso TX - 2022

Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep

Temperature (deg F)

Precipitation (inches)

SED ot Mo Dec
Image ceated: Tue, 1 Mar 2022 15:08 GMT

Texas for 2022




Monthly Temperature Outlook

Valid: March 2022
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Monthly Precipitation Outlook

Valid: March 2022
Issued: February 28, 2022
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Seasonal Temperature Outlook

Valid: Mar-Apr-May 2022
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Seasonal Precipitation Outlook

Valid: Mar-Apr-May 2022
Issued: February 17, 2022
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February 2022 radar rainfall estimate

Inches
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