


February ended up being a wetter than normal month and with the 
excessive amount of clouds, it was also a cooler than normal February. Most of 
the area east of the Continental Divide was above normal with the monthly 
rainfall, with many of the places reporting over twice the normal amount of 
rainfall. Most of this rain fell in the first half of the month, when several Pacific 
storms moved across the area. One particular storm moved through the area 
beginning on the 10th and 11th, bringing thunderstorms and several reports of 
small hail to the area. Then as it passed the area on the 12th, it produced 
moderate snowfall for the mountains, and an unusual heavy band of snow 
across the lowlands extending from Deming to Truth or Consequences. Several 
sites within this band reported 5 to 7 inches of snow. 

Temperatures on the whole were cooler than normal thanks to the 
persistent cloud cover. Most of this was due to high temperatures being 
several degrees below normal.  

Looking ahead to March, the warming trend continues. At El Paso the 
average high on the first is 67 degrees, warming to 74 degrees on the last day



of the month. March begins the stretch of the 3 driest months of the year for much 
of the area. El Paso averages .29 of an inch of rain for the month, while the 
mountains in Cloudcroft averages 1.27 of an inch of precipitation. The daylight 
continue to lengthen with 11 hours and 36 minutes on the first, and 12 hours and 
30 minutes on the last day of the month. Important dates during March include: 
Daylight Savings Time March 8 (Advance clocks 1 hour), Spring Equinox March 19, 
Full Moon March 9, and New Moon March 24.



Feb 4 Snow in Cloudcroft Feb 4 Snow at Lake Mescalero

Feb 5 Snow in El PasoFeb 4 Snow at Timberon



Feb 5 Snow in El Paso

Feb 5 Snow in El Paso

Feb 5 Snow in El Paso

Feb 5 Snow in Santa Teresa



Feb 5 Snow at Ysleta

Snow Map for Feb 5



Feb 10 Rainbow

Feb 11 Snow in the 

Franklin Mtns

Feb 11 Snow near Caballo

Feb 11 Snow at NMSU in 

Las Cruces



Feb 11 Snow in Cloudcroft Feb 11 Snow in Silver City

Feb 11 Snow on Trans 

Mountain Road



ENSO conditions are 

neutral. Alert system is 

not active

ENSO Alert System



ENSO Forecast

ENSO is now in a neutral phase and is expected to remain 

that way through at least this summer



Å Abnormally Dry ïD0 

Å Moderate Drought ïD1  

Å Severe Drought ïD2

Å Extreme Drought ïD3
Å Exceptional ïD4

February 25, 2020 November 26, 2019

Current drought conditions for 

New Mexico and 3 month change



Intensity:

D0 - Abnormally Dry 

D1 - Moderate Drought 

D2 - Severe Drought 

D3 - Extreme Drought 

D4 - Exceptional Drought 

Build your own custom slider maps here at:

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/ComparisonSlider.aspx

Current drought conditions for Texas as of February 25, 2020



Snow Data Upper Rio Grand Basin as of February 29, 2020

Snow Depth Jan 31, 2019 Snow Depth on Feb 29, 2020Snow Depth Feb 29, 2019



Snow Data Upper Rio Grand Basin as of February 29, 2020
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Normal Snow Depth for 

February



Snow Water Equivalent as of February 29, 2020
Compare to last few years and average values
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Temperature and precipitation data for 

February 2020 in El Paso 

= record



2020 Year to Date: Temperature and Precipitation 

Data for El Paso 








