


February 2019 Weather Sus

February,despite being abnormally dry, saw an active processionof Pacific
Oceanstorms. Thesestorms were often just a bit too far north of our area for
muchrain, but did produceextensivecloud coverand slightly below normal high
temperaturesfor many places A quick look at the radar rainfall estimate maps
also showsthis asthe west slopesof many mountain areasreceivednormal to
above normal precipitation, where upslope wind flow aids in production of
precipitation. On the other hand many of the east sides of mountains were
below normal. Thisis the result of downslope flow which dries the air and
Inhibits production of precipitation.

Almostthe entire first half of the month was dominated by strong southwest
flow, which brought extensivecloud coverto the area, but little in the way of
rain. A strong Pacific storm system moved acrossthe area on the 229, but
dumped most of its heavy snow over Arizonaand northern New Mexico (see
falsecolor satellite imagebelow).

Lookingaheadto March, daylightincreasedrom elevenand one-half hours of
daylight on the 15, to nearly twelve and one-half hours on the last day of the
month. Sunseton the 15tis 604 pm and on the 315t it setsat 725pm. Theannual
daylightsavingstime changeon the 10" factorsin to part of this increase



Averagehigh temperatures in El Pasobeginsthe month at 67 degreesand ends the
month at 74 degrees Normal precipitation for March rangesfrom about one-quarter inch
(.26) in EIPasoto overaninchandone-half (1.51) at Cloudcroft
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Upper Rio Grande River Basin Time Series Snowpack Summary

Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 26, 2019
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ENSO FQrecast .

ENSO is now in a weak EIl Nifio phase and should remain
there for most of the winter

Mid-February 2019 IRI/CPC Model-Based Probabilistic ENSO Forecasts Model Predictions of ENSO from Feb 2019
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Curgent dfought codaitions for TeXas @s o Feprudrva 9. 2015 AL ¥ 41

Intensity:

o0 - Abnormally Dry
ol - Moderate Drought
p2 - Severe Drought
BN o3 - Extreme Drought
Bl o4 - Exceptional Drought

Build your own custom slider maps here at:

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/ComparisonSlider.aspx




U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook Valid for February 21 - May 31, 2019
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period Released February 21

Depicts large-scale trends based

on subjectively derived probabilities
guided by short- and long-range
statistical and dynamical forecasts
Use caution for applications that

can be affected by short lived events
"Ongoing" drought areas are

based on the U_S. Drought Monitor
areas (intensities of D1 to D4)

NOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Maonitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, although
drought will remain. The green
areas imply drought removal by the
end of the period (DO or none).

. Drought persists

Drought remains but improves

Author:
Adam Allgood

NOAA/NWS/NCEP/Climate Prediction Center

Drought removal likely

Oy Drought development likely
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http://go.usa.gov/3eZ73
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Daily Temperature Data - El Paso Area, TX (ThreadEx)
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Temperature and precipitation outlook
for March 2019
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Temperature and precipitation outlook
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Precipitation OQutlook




