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February,despite being abnormally dry, saw an active processionof Pacific
Oceanstorms. Thesestorms were often just a bit too far north of our area for
muchrain, but did produceextensivecloudcoverandslightly below normal high
temperaturesfor many places. A quick look at the radar rainfall estimate maps
also showsthis as the west slopesof many mountain areasreceivednormal to
above normal precipitation, where upslope wind flow aids in production of
precipitation. On the other hand many of the east sides of mountains were
below normal. This is the result of downslope flow which dries the air and
inhibits production of precipitation.

Almost the entire first half of the month wasdominated by strongsouthwest
flow, which brought extensivecloud cover to the area, but little in the way of
rain. A strong Pacific storm system moved acrossthe area on the 22nd, but
dumped most of its heavy snow over Arizona and northern New Mexico (see
falsecolor satellite imagebelow).

Lookingaheadto March,daylight increasesfrom elevenandone-half hoursof
daylight on the 1st, to nearly twelve and one-half hours on the last day of the
month. Sunseton the 1st is 604pm andon the 31st it setsat 725pm. Theannual
daylightsavingstime changeon the 10th factorsin to part of this increase.



Averagehigh temperatures in El Pasobeginsthe month at 67 degreesand ends the
month at 74 degrees. Normalprecipitation for March rangesfrom about one-quarter inch
(.26) in ElPaso,to over an inchandone-half (1.51) at Cloudcroft.



Snow Cover From February 

22 Winter Storm

False Color Satellite Image:

Reddish color is snow on the ground ; 

Purple colors are clouds.



Snow in Pinos Altos 

Feb 6
Snow in Silver City

Feb 19

Snow in Cloudcroft Feb 19Snow near Silver City

Feb 19



Snow over Franklin 

Mountains Feb 2

Snow over the Florida Mountains -

Deming Feb 22

Snow over Franklin 

Mountains Feb 2

Snow over Franklin 

Mountains Feb 2



Blowing Dust Las Cruces 

Feb 22



Snow Cover Jan 31

Snow Cover Feb 28



El Paso Winter Severity Index Through Feb 28



Total snowfall for this season through Feb 28, 2019



How is the upper Rio Grande Basin snow pack doing? These 

charts show snow pack is around 100 -110% of normal



How is the upper Rio Grande Basin snow pack doing? About

Average. These charts show snow pack is around 80 -90% of normal





El Niño Advisory in Effect

ENSO Alert System



ENSO Forecast

ENSO is now in a weak El Niño phase and should remain 

there for most of the winter



Å Abnormally Dry ïD0 

Å Moderate Drought ïD1  

Å Severe Drought ïD2

Å Extreme Drought ïD3
Å Exceptional ïD4

February 19, 2019 November 20, 2018

Current drought conditions for 

New Mexico and 3 month change



Intensity:

D0 - Abnormally Dry 

D1 - Moderate Drought 

D2 - Severe Drought 

D3 - Extreme Drought 

D4 - Exceptional Drought 

Build your own custom slider maps here at:

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/ComparisonSlider.aspx

Current drought conditions for Texas as of February 19, 2019





Temperature and precipitation data for February 2018 

in El Paso 

= record



2019 year -to -date temperature and precipitation data El Paso 










