


Februaryturned out to be an odd month, but maybenot completely out of
the ordinary. For the most part, the month waswarm and dry. Howeveron just
two days (Feb 15-16), the Borderland received widespread rain, with rainfall
totals generally equaling or exceeding the entire monthly average. For the
month most areassawaveragemonthly temperaturesaround3-5 degreesabove
normal. Becauseof this abnormally warm month, even mountain sites which
were abovenormal with total liquid measured,were below normal in snowfall.
For example, Cloudcroft received about 178% of normal (nearly twice the
normal), and yet only received about one-quarter of their averageFebruary
snowfall.

Getting backto the mid month wet period, very strong and moist southwest
flow developedover the areaaheadof a largeupper low over the easternPacific
Ocean. Theairmasswasabnormallywet; meteorologistsusea measurementof
the atmosphericmoisture called precipitable water. Theseprecipitable water
measurementsfrom the 15th set all time monthly record levels for the El Paso
area. Most of the area rangedfrom 150-300% of normal, though parts of the
New Mexico Bootheel, along with the SacramentoMountains, receivedbelow
normal rainfall for the month. This rainfall should easeup the recent drought
conditions, at least in the short term. In the longer term, with the La Niña
pattern persistingfor a few more months, it is still up in the air whether drought
conditionswill worsenagain.



Lookingaheadto March, the springwarm up beginsin earnest,with average
high temperaturesat ElPasoof 67 degreeson the 1st, warming to 74 degreesby
the 31st. March is alsospringahead,aswe turn our clocksahead1 hour on the
11th. March at El Pasoaveragesabout one-quarter inch (.26 inches)of rainfall,
with about one-third of an inch of snow. By contrast, Cloudcroft in the
SacramentoMountains,averages1.51 inchesof rain, with 10.6 inchesof snow.
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Seasonal snowfall total through Feb 28



Upper Rio Grande Basin end of January



Upper Rio Grande Basin end of February



Upper Rio Grande Basin Time Series
Doing better -Percent of Normal rose from 36% January

to 57% end of February



La Niña Advisory in Effect

ENSO Alert System



ENSO Forecast Through

the End of the Year
ENSO IS IN LA NIÑA PHASE. IT IS LIKELY TO LAST INTO EARLY SPRING; THEN LIKELY 

BACK TO NEUTRAL THROUGH THE REST OF THE SUMMER
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Current drought conditions for 

New Mexico and 3 month change
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D1 - Moderate Drought 

D2 - Severe Drought 
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Build your own custom slider maps here at:

http:// droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/ComparisonSlider.aspx

Current drought conditions for Texas as of February 20, 2017





Temperature and precipitation data for January 2018 

in El Paso 

= record



2018 year -to -date temperature and precipitation data El Paso 
















