


February 2018 Weather Summary

Februaryturned out to be an odd month, but maybe not completely out of
the ordinary. Forthe most part, the month waswarm and dry. Howeveron just
two days (Feb 15-16), the Borderland received widespread rain, with rainfall
totals generally equaling or exceedingthe entire monthly average For the
month most areassawaveragemonthly temperaturesaround 3-5 degreesabove
normal. Becauseof this abnormally warm month, even mountain sites which
were above normal with total liquid measured,were below normal in snowfall.
For example, Cloudcroft received about 178% of normal (nearly twice the

normal), and yet only received about one-quarter of their average February
snowfall.

Getting backto the mid month wet period, very strong and moist southwest
flow developedoverthe areaaheadof alargeupperlow overthe easternPacific
Ocean Theairmasswas abnormallywet; meteorologistsuse a measurementof
the atmospheric moisture called precipitable water. Theseprecipitable water
measurementsfrom the 15" set all time monthly record levels for the El Paso
area Most of the arearangedfrom 150-300% of normal, though parts of the
New Mexico Bootheel, along with the SacramentoMountains, received below
normal rainfall for the month. Thisrainfall should easeup the recent drought
conditions, at least in the short term. In the longer term, with the La Nina
pattern persistingfor a few more months, it is still up in the air whether drought
conditionswill worsenagain



February 2018 Weather Su

Lookingaheadto March, the springwarm up beginsin earnest,with average
high temperaturesat EIPasoof 67 degreeson the 15t, warmingto 74 degreesby
the 315t. Marchis alsospringahead,aswe turn our clocksaheadl hour on the
11, March at El Pasoaveragesabout one-quarter inch (.26 inches)of rainfall,
with about one-third of an inch of snow By contrast, Cloudcroft in the
Sacramentdviountains, averagesl.51 inchesof rain, with 10.6 inchesof snow.
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Upper Rio Grande Basin Time Series Snowpack Summary

Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Mar02, 2018
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ENSO Forecast [Hequgh ™ |
the End of (e YER =~ 4
ENSO IS IN LA NINA PHASE. IT IS LIKELY TO LAST INTO EARLY SPRING; TI
BACK TO NEUTRAL THROUGH THE REST OF THE SUMMER

Mid-Feb IRI/CPC Model-Based Probabilistic ENSO Forecasts

ENSO state based on NINO3.4 S5T Anomaly
Meutral ENSO: -0.5 ®Cto 0.5 °C
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A Severe Drought i D2
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Curgent dfought codoitions for 1eXas gsor FeRrudry 0 20T/ . & % 14

Intensity:

o0 - Abnormally Dry
ol - Moderate Drought
p2 - Severe Drought
BN o3 - Extreme Drought
Bl o4 - Exceptional Drought

Build your own custom slider maps here at:
http:// droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/ComparisonSlider.aspx




U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook Valid for February 15 - May 31, 2018
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period Released February 15, 2018

Depicts large-scale trends based

on subjectively derived probabilities
guided by short- and long-range
statistical and dynamical forecasts.
Use caution for applications that

can be affected by short lived events.
"Ongoing” drought areas are

based on the U.S. Drought Monitor
areas (intensities of D1 to D4).

NOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, although
drought will remain. The green
areas imply drought removal by the
end of the period (DO or none).

. Drought persists

Drought remains but improves

Author:
David Miskus

NOAA/NWS/NCEP/Climate Prediction Center

Drought removal likely

Q Drought development likely
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http://go.usa.gov/3eZ73
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Daily Temperature Data - El Paso Area, TX (ThreadEx)
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Temperature and precipitation outlook
for March 2018
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Temperature and precipitation outlook
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