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February 2015 Weather Summary

February turned out to be quite a warm month. The average temperature at El
Paso International Airport was 3 degrees above normal. Many other sites around the
Borderland also enjoyed average monthly temperatures of 3 to 5 degrees above
normal. Much of the area was below normal with rainfall, except most of Sierra
County and the Tularosa Basin of Otero County.

As mentioned above, February was a warm month, dominated in several stretches
by an Eastern Pacific ridge of high pressure. This ridge moved over the Inter-
Mountain West from about February 6% through 10 resulting in high
temperatures about 15 degrees above normal. Another strong ridge developed over
the west coast of the U.S. from about February 14t through 20, for yet another
stretch of high temperatures 10 to 15 degrees above normal.

Despite the overall warmth of the month, there were several incidents of cold
arctic fronts moving in from the east. One cold front moved in on the 11 dropping
temperatures some 20 degrees over two days. It also creating strong winds, especially
along the west slopes of area mountains. Another stronger cold front pushed in on
the 2274 and 23", cooling temperatures around 30 degrees.

Some excitement came to the area on the early morning of the 25", when a
rocket was launched from White Sands Missle Range. Numerous public sightings of
the launch were reported, as the rocket left a visible redish glow behind it as it
ascended into the atmosphere.



Mountain snowfalls fairly uniform Gila/Sacramento Mtns 2/01/2015
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JOCATION STOFM TOTAL TIME/DATE COMMENT S
SHOWFALL OF
JINCHES/ MEASUREMENT

JEW MEXTCO

.OTERQD COUNTY...

SUNSPOT HIGHWAY 5.0 851 AaM 1/31 PFUBLIC

SUNSPOT 3.8 700 2AM 2701 COCORAHS

CLOUDCROFT 0.6 700 2aM 1731 COCORAHS

.GEANT COUNTY...

SIGHAL PELK 5.0 700 AM  2/01 ELEV 8360 FT 5SHOTEL
MCENIGHT CABIN 4.0 700 AM  2/01 ELEV 3250 FT 5SHOTEL



'LOCATION
.~ NEW MEXICO

...DONA ANA COUNTY...
NWS SANTA TERESA

...GRANT COUNTY...
REDROCK

- . .LUNA Com. ..
DEMING AIRPORT

.. OOTERO Com. ..
CLOUDCROFT

-

...EL PASO COUNTY...
EL PASO INTL AIRPORT

73 IN 2007
76 IN 1963 CooP
76 IN 1963 (TIED) ASOS

57 IN 2006 CooP

78 IN 1957



February 22 and 23 was quite windy across the Borderland !
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LOCATION Ma¥ WIND ITME/DATE COMMENT 3
GUST OF
MFH MEASUREMENT

HEW MEXICO

.DONA aMa COUNTY...

SUNLAND PARK 1 E a6 5300 aM 2723 ELEV 3760 FT HMED
SENTA TERESL 5 SW i 200 aM 2723 ELEV 4100 FT HMED
WSME MATN POST 13 NE 48 240 PM  2/22 ELEWV 3951 FT W3ME
3ANTA TEBRESA 5 WHW 43 317 PM 2722 ELEWV 4115 FT R30I5
HOETHEUFP STEIF 11 5W 43 125 PM 2722 ELEV 4321 FT W5MRE
HORTHEUF STEIF 41 420 PM 2,22 ELEWV 3907 FTI W3ME
SUNLAND FARE 41 900 PM 2722 ELEV 3860 FT HMED
. HIDALGD COUNTY...
RODED 3 SE 41 158 PM 2722 ELEV 4241 FT WEUND
LOTERC COUNTY...
SUNSPOT 1 35 43 4589 aM 2723 ELEV 89150 FT WEUND
SUNSPOT 40 435 aM 2723 ELEV 9255 FT W5ME
CROGERANDE 4 HNW 40 245 PM 2,22 ELEWV 4183 FT W5ME
. 3TEERL COUNTY...
SALINAS PEAK 435 200 2aM 2,23 ELEWV 8933 FT W5ME
TEXLS
.EL. PAS0D COUNTY...
EL PASDO & NNW i 458 aM 2723 ELEV 4500 FT CWOF
EL PASDO 9 HNNW 24 T21 nM 2723 ELEV 4480 FT AWS
EL PFASD 5 NHNW a3 315 aM 2723 ELEV 4401 FT WEUND
EL PASO 7 NNW 45 831 PM 2722 ELEV 4686 FI WEUOND
EL PASO 7 NNW 47 249 aM 2723 ELEV 4370 FT CWOP
EL PASD & NW 41 800 PM 2722 ELEV 4101 FT TCEQ



FEBRUARY 2015:.. UIHE FOG AND SNOW CONTINUIE
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Fog Bank Las Cruces Feb 1

© CloudcroftWeather.com Tue Feb 24, 2015 07:31.05 PM

Cloudcroft 730 PM Feb 24



Not weather related utm“

Rocket launch

WSMR Feb 25
Rocket launch ‘

WSMR Feb 25

Rocket launch
WSMR Feb 25




February saw a mean upper level ridge of high pressure over the western
United States with a deep trough over the northern and central United
States which let Polar fronts push into the Borderland at least 4 times
in February. Despite these fronts the Febrauary mean temperature was

still 2.9 degrees F above normal

Atlantic Ocean

difference from average
200-millibar geopotential height (meters)
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Credit: NOAA



Current drought conditions for New
sonomalyory-po ]Mlexico and 3 month change

Moderate Drought — D1
Severe Drought — D2
* [ Extreme Drought — D3
* [ Exceptional — D4
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Current drought conditions for Texas as of February 24

Intensity:

.00 - Abnormally Dry |

« 51 - Moderate Drought — |

* 02 - Severe Drought [ ]
" . .3 - Extreme Drought
Bl . .4 - Exceptional Drought
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U.S. Seasonal Dr_'ought Outiook Valid for February 19 - May 31, 2015
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period Released February 19, 2015

Crepicts large-scale trends based

on subjectivety derived probabilties
guided by short- and long range
statistical and dynamical forecasts.
Use cadtion for applicatiors that

can be affected by shart lived ewents.
"Ongoing" drought areas are

bazed onthe .5, Drought Monitor
areas fintersifies of 01 to DR

MOTE: The tan areas imply at least
3 1-categorny improwement in the
Crrought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, although
droughtwill remain. The green
areas imply drought remowal by the
end ofthe period (DO ar none).

. Drought persistsintensifies

Actarm Aligoocs
NOAANWENCE RCNmate Prediction Center

Drought remains hut improves

Drought removal likehy

Drought development likehy
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Temperature (°F)

Daily Temperature Data - EL PASO INTL AP, TX
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Record hlgh 79 for 2/8
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El Paso TX - 2015
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Climatological Data for El Paso Area, TX (ThreadEx) - February 2015
Click column heading to sort ascending, click again to sort descending.

Date mm;ﬁtu re Templz‘glrnatu re ﬁm:: rgatu re nvgl:ll-l::a’:teurf; e HDD CDD Precipitation| Snowfall :: :::‘I
2015-02-01 61 41 51.0 3.7 14 | o 0.00 0.0 0
2015-02-02 62 37 495 20 15 | © 0.00 00 0
2015-02-03 67 a7 52 0 43 13 | o 0.00 00 0
2015-02-04 72 39 55.5 76 9 | 0 0.00 0.0 0
2015-02-05 66 36 51.0 29 14 | © 0.00 0.0 0
2015-02-06 74 a7 55.5 7.2 9 | 0 0.00 0.0 0
2015-02-07 I8 a4 61.0 12.5 4 |0 0.00 0.0 0
2015-02-08 ( 72 ) a5 62.0 13.3 3 | 0 0.00 0.0 0
2015-02-09 ~— a4 60 5 16 4 |0 000 00 0
2015-02-10 78 43 605 11.4 4 | 0 0.00 00 0
2015-02-11 66 43 54.5 5.2 10 | © 0.00 0.0 0
2015-02-12 56 42 49.0 0.5 16 | 0 0.00 0.0 0
2015-02-13 65 35 50.0 0.3 15 | 0 0.00 0.0 0
2015-02-14 69 39 54.0 4.0 1 | o 0.00 0.0 0
2015-02-15 76 46 610 10.8 4 |0 0.00 00 0
2015-02-16 69 45 57 5 71 7 | 0 0.00 00 0
2015-02-17 60 36 480 26 17 | © 0.00 00 0
2015-02-18 71 32 51.5 0.7 13 | © 0.00 0.0 0
2015-02-19 77 as 57.5 6.4 7 |0 0.00 0.0 0
2015-02-20 72 54 63.0 1.7 2 | o 0.00 0.0 0
2015-02-21 75 57 66.0 14.5 o | 1 0.00 0.0 0
2015-02-22 65 37 51.0 07 14 | © T 00 0
2015-02-23 44 30 37.0 -14.9 28 | © 0.01 00 0
2015-02-24 65 29 470 52 18 | o 0.02 00 0
2015-02-25 63 37 50.0 2.4 15 | © 0.00 0.0 0
2015-02-26 56 a3 445 -8.1 20 | © 0.00 0.0 0
2015-02-27 46 20 375 -15.3 27 | © 0.00 0.0 0
2015-02-28 69 28\ 475 -5.5 17 | O 0.00 0.0 0

Sum 1878 Nagos” ; - 330 | 1 0.03 0.0 -

Average 671 39.0 53 0 29 - | - - - 00
Normal 63.1 371 50.1 - 418 | 0 0.46 0.6 -

m



Temperature and precipitation outlook
for March 2015
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Temperature and precipitation outlook
for March - May 2015

EC MEANS EOUAL
CHANCES FOR A. M.







February 2015 Radar Rainfall Estimate
(Percent of normal)
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http:/ /www.srh.oaa.gov/epz/ ?n=elpwindrosedata

WindRose - KELP - EL PASO INTL
Month: FEBRUARY % Frequency of Wind Speed from a Direction
Calm: 10.51% POR:19730101-20140602
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Variable: 1.83% I e R T o W
S N Leeslse J 9

W N L T A e

] 1-5mph

B 6-10mph
[] 11-16 mph
[ ] 17-22 mph

[] 23-28mph

[ ] 29-33 mph

[ ]34-39mph |
I 40-45 mph 240 h‘

Il 46-51mph 20
Il 52-56 mph 20

57 mph
or more




2/11/2015 426 PM

l DRIPPING SPRINGS-DONA ANA

47 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

2/11/2015 550 PM

l RODEO 3 SE-HIDALGO

l 52 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

2/11/2015 721 AM

| HIGH ROLLS-OTERO

2/11/2015 505 PM

| SUNSPOT-OTERO

' 56 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

' 55 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

2/11/2015 830 AM

l TULAROSA 9 W-OTERO

l 53 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

2/11/2015 718 PM

| EL PASO 8 NW

l 57 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

2/11/2015 222 PM
2/22/2015 800 AM

| HORIZON CITY-EL PASO

' 47 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

l SAN AUGUSTIN PASS-DONA ANA ' 54 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

2/22/2015 900 AM

l SUNLAND PARK-DONA ANA

l 52 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

2/22/2015 700 PM

l SANTA TERESA 5SW-DONA ANA ' 45 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

2/22/2015 409 PM

| EL PASO 6 NW

' 57 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

2/22/2015 953 AM

l DELL CITY 15NE-HUDSPETH

' 42 MPH PEAK WIND GUST




