
Quad Cities, IA/IL
National Weather Service

NWS Quad Cities Spotter Reference Sheet 

What to Report 

            
            Hail ¾ inch in diameter (penny size) or greater                     
(                (estimated or measured?)   

        Always call us with a 
tornado, funnel cloud or wall 
cloud report!

Tornadoes (damage?) 

Funnel Clouds 

Wall Clouds (rotation? fast/slow? duration?) 

Wind gusts 40 mph or greater 
(estimated or measured?)

Tree Damage and other Damage  

Flooding
(water on roads? flowing? homes or businesses threatened?)

Dense Fog 

Winter Weather (use online report form)
(snow/ice measurements, freezing drizzle, blowing/drifting snow)  

800-803-9357 
(unlisted & answered 24/7) 

Online Report Form  

NWSQuadCities 

@NWSQuadCities

nws.quadcities@noaa.gov 

How to Report
Include: 

● Who you are (spotter number)
● What you observed 
● Where did it occur  
● When did it occur 

 

         45 to 57 mph                  58 to 65 mph                    65 to 75 mph                  75 to 100 mph                     100+ mph  
   Downed twigs and            Downed branches        Large branches downed     Snapped or uprooted          Structural damage 
branches <2” in diameter      >2” in diameter                                                                  trees 

Send your pics or videos! 

NWS Quad Cities                                                       NWS Quad Cities Spotter Page                        Downloadable Spotter Guide
Online Courses (SKYWARN Convective Basics & Weather Radar Fundamentals)                                      CoCoRaHS Network
Iowa Environmental Mesonet                                     MPing                                                                         Storm Prediction Center 
NWS Hazards Safety  

Helpful Resources   

https://www.spc.noaa.gov/misc/tables/hailsize.htm
https://docs.google.com/presentation/u/0/d/1IH0XkmBVGcjwzwm_gZfjncfUirLOeQK2VMXewNAbt0o/edit
https://inws.ncep.noaa.gov/report/
https://www.facebook.com/NWSQuadCities/
https://x.com/NWSQuadCities/
https://www.facebook.com/NWSQuadCities/
https://www.weather.gov/dvn/
https://www.weather.gov/dvn/spotters
https://www.weather.gov/media/bis/Weather_Spotter_Field_Guide.pdf
https://learn.meted.ucar.edu/#/public-dashboard
http://www.cocorahs.org
http://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu
http://mping.nssl.noaa.gov
http://www.spc.noaa.gov
https://www.weather.gov/safety/

