Drought Information Statement for

entral Alabama

Valid May 28, 2026

Issued By: NWS Birmingham, AL

. Contact Information: sr-bmx.webmaster@noaa.gov

T e e This product will be updated only if drought conditions change significantly.
~ P e Please see all currently available products at hitps://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.
| : ease visit https://www.weather.gov/bmx/DroughtinformationStatement for previous statements.

DROUGHT CONDITIONS GREATLY IMPROVED DUE TO RECENT
RAINFALL
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r& U.S. Drought Monitor May 28, 2026
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ety Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for central Alabama

e Droughtintensity and Extent

o D4 Exceptional Drought: None.

o D3 Extreme Drought: None.

o D2 and D1 Severe/Moderate Drought: Most of
the area is experiencing either severe or
moderate drought.

o DO Abnormally Dry: Several counties in the
north and northwest are now showing
abnormally dry conditions.

U.S. Drought Monitor

Abnormally Dry (DO) Moderate Drought Severe Drought  Extreme Drought Exceptional
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e Four Week Drought Monitor Class Change.
o Drought Worsened: None.
o No Change and Drought Improvement: Most of
the area had a 1 or 2 category improvement
over the past 4 weeks.

National Oceanic and

Vw Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Recent Change in Drought Intensity

Mg Link to the latest 4-week change map for central Alabama
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v, 7> Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

Hydrologic Impacts

e [ollowing a week of wet conditions, streamflows returned
normal levels and above normal flows for this time of the
year. A continued wet pattern will improve the deep soil
moisture conditions over the next week.

Agricultural Impacts

e No current impacts reported.
Fire Hazard Impacts

e No significant fire weather impacts have been reported.
Other Impacts

e None
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V@ Atmospheric Administration
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Drought Mitigation Actions
e Please refer to your municipality and/or water
provider for mitigation information.
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e \With most of the last week being wetter than
normal, streamflows have significantly increased as
ample runoff from the heavy rains replenishes the
soil moisture.

e Additional information can be found here:

O https://waterdata.usgs.gov/state/Alabama/

Current condition estimate
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0-100 cm Relative Soil Moisture (available water; %) valid 00z 28 May 2026

Precipitation in previous hour (1,2,5,10,15,20,25 mm contours)

N Agricultural Impacts

32N -

30N 1

|
|
[

*xNOTE ##

U.S. Department of Commerce

|
ey e D 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75 80 85 90 95

e Significant improvements across the entire state over the past week as frequent heavy rainfall has replenished the
top soil depths of 100 cm.

National Oceanic and

Vm Atmospheric Administration

May 28, 2026
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SPoRT—LIS 0—100 cm Soil Moisture percentile valid 28 May 2026

AN

4 -
¥ ! . R |

Paaaha i 0y

1

- .
Pl BBl e
- %

. .
T
“wv’
= Ay
ik LR
-

b -

\
H

Ry
v‘t -
LRy ) .
SR
'
-

-----

......

SR b
) ‘l -{

sanf {g
"': ‘: ’ ‘
s; 1 4 '_: ;
d"\. ¢ o
f !{-«'t Faag
e

R Al
5 ._.n

aNOTESE 2 5 10

National Weather Service
Birmingham, AL


https://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/

May 28, 2026
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e There has been little in the way of wild fires over Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
the past week as rainfall has prevented any problem WV ‘ June 2026
areas. This has been a significant and welcome
change from the past couple of months.

e The Alabama Forestry Commission (AFC) is still
maintaining the current statewide Fire Alert.

m Fire Alert

e [or the upcoming month of June, the current outlook
calls for a normal wildfire potential. The next
monthly update for these maps will be on June 1st
and some change is possible.

Significant Wildland Fire Potential

m
B Above [ ] State Boundary P PREDICTIVE

DAY — SERVICES
e . ' Below [ Geographic Area Boundary

oy [ ] Normal [ | Predictive Services Area Boundary

ove normal significant wildland fire potential indicates a greater than usual likelihood that significant wildland fires will occur. ssued: Ma-y 1, 2026
ignificant wildland fires should be expected at typical times and intervals during normal significant wildland fire potential conditions. ext Issue: June 1, 2026
ignificant wildland fires are still possible but less likely than usual during forecasted below normal periods.
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& State Alerts
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e The latest Alabama drought declaration map has all
of Alabama in either an watch or warning status.
e C(Click the link at the bottom of the page for more

information and any new updates.

&

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
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Image caption:

B Legend
- Declaration

May 28, 2026
1:23 PM CDT

While the state has experienced
some modest short-term

improvements following early May
precipitation events, severe long-
term hydrologic deficits persist.
The state needs sustained
beneficial rainfall before
meaningful recovery can take
place.

Water managers and public water
system customers are
encouraged to follow their local
water system’s recommendations
regarding water use. All water
users should make prudent
decisions on their water use to
protect available resources.

Alabama drought declaration map image
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#:% Seven Day Precipitation Forecast ay 26, 2026
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e The next 7 days will continue a wet pattern theme
although probably not as wet as the previous
week. This should allow for some potential
Improvements or at least maintaining the current
status.

e Typically, Central Alabama should average around
1.00 to 1.5 inches of rainfall each week for May
and roughly 1.15 to 1.5 inches per week in June.

"9 |168-Hour Day 1-7 QPF
“10 | Valid 00Z Fri May 29 2026

; Thru 00Z Fri Jun 05 2026

-01 lissued: 1755Z Thu May 28 2026
Forecaster: WPC
DOC/NOAA/NWS/NCEP/WPC
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Yoy The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage
° Thetwo Week OUtIOOk' 8-14 Day Precipitation Outlook for June 4, 2026-June 10, 8-14 Day Temperature Outlook for June 4, 2026-June 10,
beginning on June 4th 2026 2026
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and is valid through June
10th, shows normal
temperatures are
expected.

e Rainfall probabilities
during this same
time-frame are calling for
decent chance of above
normal rainfall.

e Both of these patterns
would be helpful in
drought improvement.

Probability of Below-Normal Precipitation

Probability of Below-Normal Temperatures
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- Near-Normal Conditions

Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 05/27/26 . Near-Normal Conditions

Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 05/27/26
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e The latest seasonal outlook released

&

by the CPC on May 21st is maintaining
some form of drought throughout the
summer.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
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The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

Seasonal (3-Month) Drought Outlook for May 21,
2026-August 31, 2026

PN ooy [ i
4 A W \g
> o~ 1 0
lr ] 'lA y
/i I '
3 N | X s
'~ £ | r
) L
& 1 B
& (S -
/) foa)
4 N
' 1
v
J
y g
A

Drought s Predicted To...
Persist Improve End Develop No Drought
Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 05/21/26
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