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Recent SST Trends

Sea Surface Temperatures (SSTs)

Equaltarial Temparature Anomaly {*C)
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Mia-Dec 2017 FPlume of Model ENSQ Fredictions
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ENSO is measured in 3 month averages
3 consecutive three month averages +- 0.5 required to declare an event
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Why 2016-17 La Nina so Much Less Impact than 17-18?

NOAS/NESDIS S5T Anomaly (degrees C NOAA/NESDIS SST Anomaly {degrees C
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Why 2016-17 La Nina so Much Less Impact than 17-18?

MOAS/MNESDIS SST Anomdly {(degrees C
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Why 2016-17 La Nina so Much Less Impact than 17-18?
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Negative PDO Promotes Dry Conditions in Panhandles

Pacific Decadal Oscillation (PDO)
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Jomnerature Putiook

Mlearen o May
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Summer PFECIHNAT
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Spring Wildfires?




July 25 - 0ct 23rd
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U' S' D r oug h t M on i tor (Re:’.:aas?dungdazy?jaf (2)51 2)18)

Valid 7 a.m. EST

Drought Impact Types:
r~ Delineates dominant impacts

S = Short-Term, typically less than
6 months (e.g. agriculture, grasslands)

L = Long-Term, typically greater than
6 months (e.g. hydrology, ecology)

Intensity:
[ ] DO Abnormally Dry

[ ] D1 Moderate Drought
[ D2 severe Drought

[ D3 Extreme Drought
B D4 Exceptional Drought

Author:
Richard Heim
NCEI/NOAA

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-
scale conditions. Local conditions may
2 O vary. See accompanying text summary for

forecast statements.
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http:IIdrouahtmonitor.unI.e‘d'ul




Excessive late summer rains have
provided significant 1-hr fuel loading
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Fire Potential Outioo
Feb 2018

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
February 2018
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Significant Wildland Fire Potential G
- Above NOMal e CE0JTAPNIC Area ‘ ! 7 ‘P?,’.
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SERVICES Ll 032

Area Boundary
|:| Normal
State Border Map produced by
Predictive Services,
. National Interagency Fire Center

Above normal significant wildland fire potential indicates a greater than usual likelihood that significant wildland fires will occur. Boise, Idaho
Significant wildland fires should be expected at typical times and intervals during normal significant wildland fire potential conditions. Issued January 1, 2018
Significant wildland fires are still possible but less likely than usual during forecasted below normal periods. Next issuance February 1, 2018
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Fire Potential Outioo}l
Mar/Apr 2078

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
March & April 2018
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Significant Wildland Fire Potential

- AbovEe NOMAl e GE0OQTAPNIC Area
Boundary

Below Normal Predictive Services PREDICTIVE
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e %o State Border Map produced by
e Predictive Services,

A National Interagency Fire Center
Above normal significant wildland fire potential indicates a greater than usual likelihood that significant wildland fires will occur. Boise, Idaho
Significant wildland fires should be expected at typical times and intervals during normal significant wildland fire potential conditions. Issued January 1, 2018

Significant wildland fires are still possible but less likely than usual during forecasted below normal periods. Next issuance February 1, 2018




spring/Summer 2018

“Most Likely Outcomes”

Weak La Nina fransitioning fo neutral
through spring

Weather pattern response can lag
ENSO changes

La Nina weakening last in the east does
not bode well for SW U.S.

Below normal precipitation and above
normal temperatures through spring

Notable Potential for intense and long
lived fire season

Outbreaks are still dependent on
weather patterns



"Susie, you got half the problems
wrong."

"That's ok, Dad. |
want to be a
meteorologist
when | grow
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QUESTIONS?

Ken Schnieder

ken.schneider@noaa.go

Mike Gittinger L.

Mike.Gittinger@noaa.goy

NWSAmarillo
s YOU

LT (Snubef

@NWSAmarillo
www.weather.gov/amarillo




