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Public Information Statement
National Weather Service Juneau AK
640 AM AKDT Tue Jul 8 2025

.. .PRELIMINARY REVIEW OF THE JUNE 16TH, 2025 THUNDERSTORM SQUALL
LINE EVENT...

On the afternoon of Monday, June 16th, 2025, a fast-moving squall
line of thunderstorms tracked northward across the central and
northern Panhandle, resulting in damaging wind gusts and localized
impacts, particularly in the Juneau area.

Preliminary analysis indicates that the primary storm structure
was a squall line, defined by the National Weather Service as a
line of active thunderstorms, either continuous or with breaks,
often accompanied by strong, gusty winds and heavy precipitation.
The squall line stretched across the panhandle and the Inside
Passage east to west, beginning in the vicinity of Wrangell around
noon, and tracked northward, reaching Skagway shortly after 5pm.

As the squall line reached the City and Borough of Juneau just
after 3pm, a sudden onset of high winds of 50+ mph led to multiple
damage reports across the area. The most significant incident
occurred at the AJ Dock, where mooring lines securing a cruise
ship snapped, causing the vessel to drift from the dock.
Additional impacts across Juneau included broken tree limbs,
shattered vehicle windshields, and temporary power outages.

Near the Juneau International Airport, a gustnado was also
observed crossing Egan Drive and the airport parking 1lot.

A *gustnado* is a small whirlwind that forms along thunderstorm
outflows. Unlike tornadoes, gustnadoes are not connected to cloud-
base rotation, but can still produce localized damage. After
reviewing satellite imagery, eyewitness reports, and surface
observations, the NWS has confirmed the occurrence of a gustnado
in the vicinity of the airport. Per NWS guidelines, this is
categorized as a *Thunderstorm Wind* event.

The NWS Juneau forecast team is continuing to review data and
reports and will provide a more detailed and full event summary in
the coming months. If you have damage reports from other
communities, or marine and aviation impacts, please share them
with our Warning Coordination Meteorologist by emailing,
nicole.ferrin@noaa.gov.
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